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SLTEP 7th Alumni Meeting and Conference ONLINE 13th November 2021 

   

Registration link for SLTEP Alumni Members: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Registration-7thAlumniEvent 

Registration link for GUESTs: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GUESTS-Nov13th 
        

Time Session 

 

 
 
 
 
9:00-9:45 
 
 

Down the SLTEP memory lane… 
Welcoming speeches 

 Jacqueline Einer, SL Director, Sabancı University  

 Yaprak Güleç Öğütücü, SLTEP Alumni Member 2014, METU 
 

Igniting the storytelling flame 
Denise Özdeniz, Former SLTEP Tutor, Higher Colleges of Technology Abu Dhabi 
 

Zoom ID: 810 817 3056 

 
9:45-10:45 

Sine qua nons in teaching, training and school development 
Deniz Kurtoğlu Eken, SLTEP Director, Sabancı University  

Zoom ID: 810 817 3056 

Break (15 min) 

 
 
 
 

11:00-11:45 

A1 B1 

De-stressing our classrooms: Ways of dealing with stress for EFL 
teachers and students during pandemic and online teaching 

Didem Demirman 
SLTEP Alumni Member 2017, Atılım University 

Zoom ID & Host: 374 206 5760 - Züleyha Tulay 

‘Socially distanced’ but not socially disconnected 
 

Gökçe Ünlü 
SLTEP Alumni Member 2012, Sabancı University 

Zoom ID & Host: 648 921 7535 - Serpil Öz 

Break (15 min) 

 
 
 
 

12:00-12:45 
 
 
 

A2 B2 C2 

Helping learners to build informed knowledge 
and representations of linguistic and cultural 

diversity Miranda Karjagdi Çolak 
SLTEP Alumni Member 2015 
Bursa Technical University 

Zoom ID & Host: 237 630 1607 - Nesibe Atasay 

Taking a closer look at a relatively neglected 
issue: Logical fallacies 

Melek Altun 
SLTEP Alumni Member 2019 

METU  
Zoom ID & Host: 257 029 90 98 - Yeşim Nalkesen 

You need to calm down! Critical thinking for 
cultural awareness 

Metin Esen 
SLTEP Alumni Member 2018 

 Sabancı University 

Zoom ID & Host: 927 398 0354 - Gamze Bozkurt 

Lunch break (45 min) 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Registration-7thAlumniEvent
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GUESTS-Nov13th
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Time Session 
 
13:30-14:15 

It pays to keep an open mind 
Andrew Bosson, SLTEP tutor, Sabancı University  

Zoom ID: 553 186 1013 

Break (15 min) 

 
 
 
 

14:30-15:15 
 
 

A3 B3 

Adjusting the use of tech tools to teacher education 
 

Sinem Demircan Ekmekçi 
SLTEP Alumni Member 2017 

Manisa Celal Bayar University 
Zoom ID & Host: 237 630 1607 - Nesibe Atasay 

Mobilizing the skill of close reading and developing teaching presence 
on a social E-learning platform 

Züleyha Tulay 
SLTEP Alumni Member 2018 

Sabancı University  
Zoom ID & Host: 216 568 70 96 - Gökçe Ünlü 

Break (15 min) 

 
 
 
 

15:30-16:15 
 
 

A4 B4 C4 

Plunge yourself soul-forward into picture 
books 

Melis Akdoğan Gündoğdu 
SLTEP Alumni Member 2014 

TOBB University of Economics 
Zoom ID & Host: 648 921 7535 - Serpil Öz 

Reconceptualizing education in the 21st 
century 

Seda Yaman 
SLTEP Alumni Member 2019 

Wingobee Education Consultancy 
Zoom ID & Host: 927 398 0354 - Gamze Bozkurt 

Teacher training for graduate students of 
non-teaching programs at Sabancı University 

Yuliya Shilova 
SLTEP Alumni Member 2018, Sabancı 

University 
Zoom ID & Host: 536 113 0706 - Tuğçe Gürer 

Break (15 min) 

16:45-17:30 Social Emotional Learning (SEL) for teachers 
Vildan Çal, SLTEP Coordinator, Sultan Qaboos University 
Zoom ID: 575 4581826 

 
17:30-17:45 
 

Closing remarks  
Deniz Kurtoğlu Eken 
Zoom ID: 575 4581826 

 

 
 

20:30- 
 

SLTEP alumni chit-chat and fun quiz show with prizes 
 

Only for SLTEP Alumni Members 
A separate registration link will be sent to all registered alumni participants nearer the event. 
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Session Abstracts (in the order of sessions) 

 

 

Sine qua nons in teaching, training and school development 
Deniz Kurtoğlu Eken, SLTEP Director 
  
I must confess that I had a hard time trying to decide on the title for my session, one that would be inclusive 
of what I would like to share with you since our last reunion in November 2019. None of us knew anything 
about the challenges awaiting us in several months following our Crystal SLTEP Alumni event when we joyfully 
celebrated our 15th year. And I am so very happy we did! In this session, I would like to discuss with you my 
observations and reflections on key learning points in teaching, training, and school development practices 
since the start of the pandemic. I would like to share with you what I believe our ‘sine qua nons’ ("olmazsa 
olmazlarımız") in these three areas are and how I believe they will play a key role in our educational practices 
for years to come. 
 
 
De-stressing our classrooms: Ways of dealing with stress for EFL teachers and students during pandemic 
and online teaching  
Didem Demirman, SLTEP Alumni Member 2017, Atılım University, Instructor and PDU member 
 
Language learning is a deeply social and emotional undertaking for both teachers and learners. During the 
online teaching period, we needed to sustain the order especially the connection between teachers and 
learners, teachers with colleagues and administrative units. Unfortunately, our stress levels have been quite 
high recently because of the negative atmosphere prevailed over us. In this workshop, we will consider three 
points: how we can help ourselves mentally and emotionally; how we can support our learners to connect to 
their language learning and how can we support each other as teachers to ensure a positive level of 
professional well-being in our jobs during the Pandemic. The ways to be suggested will hopefully have some 
reflections on our subjective wellbeing as well.  
 
 
‘Socially distanced’ but not socially disconnected 
Gökçe Ünlü, SLTEP Alumni Member 2012, Sabancı University Instructor 
 
Having been required to continuously shift due to changing conditions for quite a long time, we, as teachers, 
have inevitably developed new skills and shown great resilience. Recently, the newest normal seems to be 
‘socially distanced’ classrooms. Although our learners need to be physically distanced in the classroom, they 
still need to be socially connected to be fully engaged. This workshop will focus on student engagement and 
interaction in the socially distanced classroom highlighting teaching and learning skills that can be transferred 
from face to face and online teaching along with some practical ideas to apply in the classroom. 
 
 
Helping learners to build informed knowledge and representations of linguistic and cultural diversity 
Miranda Karjagdi Çolak, SLTEP Alumni Member 2015, Bursa Technical University, Quality Contact Person 
 
This workshop aims to propose several reflective tasks on learners’ representations of cultural and 
educational linguistic diversity designed by the European Centre for Modern Languages (ECML). According 
to research, there is a strong relationship between representations and motivation to learn languages. 
Various fields of study and pedagogical approaches focus on the explanation and analysis of representations 
of languages to facilitate the implementation of more favorable conditions for learning (Castellotti and 
Moore, 2002). In this session, you will be encouraged to reflect on your personal representations of cultural 
and educational linguistic variety with Google Forms in order to improve your teaching approach to this 
dimension with your students. 
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Taking a closer look at a relatively neglected issue: Logical fallacies 
Melek Altun, SLTEP Alumni Member 2019, METU Instructor 
 
A fallacy is simply defined as an error in reasoning. Logical fallacies are illegitimate arguments, which 
decrease the credibility and the strength of a claim. They are false yet popular beliefs and are deceptively 
bad arguments in nature. In this workshop, we will explore several activities to raise awareness of and teach 
logical fallacies effectively. 
 
 
You need to calm down! Critical thinking for cultural awareness 
Metin Esen, SLTEP Alumni Member 2018, Sabancı University Instructor 
 
A responsibility we have as language teachers is to help our students to recognise, interpret, and 
acknowledge different micro cultures and cultural variety. Such a skill necessitates a conscious, active 
language use, self-awareness as a cultural being, and certain critical thinking skills. In this regard, this 
workshop aims to help participant teachers to rediscover the concepts of micro cultures and critical thinking; 
introduce a number of practical tools to teach interculturality and address issues arising from cultural 
conflicts and misunderstandings; provide ways to incorporate critical thinking into immediate classroom 
practices. 
 
 
It pays to keep an open mind 
Andrew Bosson, SLTEP Tutor 
 
In Spring 2021, I was fortunate to have the opportunity to work on a sabbatical project. In this plenary I will 
provide an overview, and some details, of "Open Minds" the introductory course in critical thinking that I 
created. 
 
 
Adjusting the Use of Tech Tools to Teacher Education 
Sinem Demircan Ekmekçi, SLTEP Alumni Member 2017, Manisa Celal Bayar University, Instructor and PDU 
Member 
 
Online teacher training has been an inseparable part of our lives with the emergence of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Similar to students, teachers can also lose their motivation during these online sessions.  In this 
workshop, we will discuss ways of adjusting the use of tech tools to teacher education to foster motivation 
in training sessions. We will also share our ideas on how technology can be used to support teacher training. 
 
 
 
Mobilizing the skill of close reading and developing teaching presence on a social E-learning platform 
Züleyha Tulay, SLTEP Alumni Member 2018, Sabancı University Instructor 
 
"How many of you did the reading for today? I mean, honestly…” Educators do not always get the expected 
response to this question in their classes. They may struggle to clearly communicate the rationale for why 
students deal with so many texts and how these contribute to their learning. The aim of the session is to 
provide a brief overview of the social e-learning platform (Perusall) and how it was employed for bringing an 
online academic reading skills class together to have more complex conversations, cultivating a learning 
community, and developing teaching presence. 
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Plunge yourself soul-forward into picture books 
Melis Akdoğan Gündoğdu, SLTEP Alumni Member 2014, TOBB Univ. of Economics & Technology PD Facilitator 
 
Although it is quite difficult to define what a children’s book is, it is easy to do what it is not. First, it is not 
exclusively for children! They touch on the issues that children should urgently learn and adults should 
remember. They are both the first piece of art for a child and great opportunities to stimulate their 
imagination and creativity. However, more importantly, they insistently say that ‘Hope counts for 
everything.’ In this session, I will share the reasons why picture books do even adults good and why classes 
should incorporate them by providing some examples. In addition, we will discuss how picture books can be 
used in different classroom contexts from kindergarten to university with the help of hands-on practice. 
 
 
Reconceptualizing education in the 21st century 
Seda Yaman, SLTEP Alumni Member 2019, Wingobee Education Consultancy, International Education 
Manager 
 
Can the new normal be an opportunity to create a more effective method of educating students? It is 
undeniable that the pandemic has changed the role of teacher and students. The transition from traditional 
way of teaching to online has resulted in reimagining education within the framework of the 21st century 
skills. Flexibility, adaptability, critical thinking and creative learning methods led educators to rethink the 
perception towards teaching. In this workshop, we will look at integrating 21st century skills into effective 
teaching strategies through online tools and active learning strategies. The session will help boost participant 
motivation and create an active teaching environment through a think-pair-share strategy. 
 
 
Teacher training for graduate students of non-teaching programs at Sabancı University 
Yuliya Shilova, SLTEP Alumni Member 2018, Sabancı University Instructor  
 
It is common practice among English teachers to go through pre- and in-service training; it is, however, not 
yet universally accepted that academics should also undergo similar teacher training. As this idea still meets 
with a certain resistance among university faculty staff, introducing it early in their career, during their 
graduate studies might, to some extent address the reluctance to do such training. This workshop will focus 
on how professional teacher training is done for Sabancı University graduate students who along with 
attending their regular courses act as teaching assistants in undergraduate courses. 
 
 
Social Emotional Learning (SEL) for teachers Vildan Çal, SLTEP Coordinator, Sultan Quaboos University 
 
These unprecedented times have reminded us that not everything around us can be controlled. Nevertheless, 
we have a say over how to respond to it. One way to do so is through Social Emotional Learning (SEL), which 
helps individuals improve their attitude towards challenging situations. In this presentation, we will explore 
why we need SEL as teachers and how we can incorporate it into our teaching and training practices.  


