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4th SLTEP ALUMNI CONFERENCE AND MEETING  
4th November 2017 İstanbul Bilgi University Santralistanbul Campus 

 
TIME  PROGRAM ACTIVITY 

 

 
8:30-9:00 

REGISTRATION 
Santral E1 Hall 
 

 
 
9:00-9:30 

WELCOMING REMARKS 
Room: E-301 
Didem Mutçalıoğlu, Language Programs Director & SLTEP Alumni Member 
Perihan Çayırezmez & Sinem Eskiköy Kasarcı ELP Instructors & SLTEP Alumni Members 
Vildan Çal and Deniz Şallı Çopur, SLTEP Alumni Coordinators 

 
 
 
 
9:35-10:50 
 
 

SHORT PLENARY SESSIONS (15 mins. each)  
Room: E-301 
 
Plenary 1: High Quality Learning by Sevgi Şiranlı 
 
Plenary 2: Narrative Inquiry: The Impacts of SLTEP on Language Teacher Identity 
Construction by Nazan Gelbal and Emrah Muyan 
 
Plenary 3: Together We Stand Divided We Fall by Ebru Sınar Okutucu  and Gökçe Arslan 
 

10:50-11:20 BREAK 1 
E1 Hall 

11:20-12:05 CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS  
 

Workshop A 
Room: E1-203 

Our Experience in 
Spain: Fun & 

Games with Young 
Learners: What’s 

Useful in the 
Classroom 

by Tuğçe Gürer, 
Ebru Ezberci 

 

Workshop B 
Room: E1-204 

Good Intentions: 
Paving the Road to 

Hell? A different 
look at Six-
Category 

Intervention 
Analysis 

by Didem 
Demirman, Esra 

Ordu, Reza 
Vahdani, Sinem 

Demircan 

Workshop C 
Room: E1-303A 

 
 

The Effects of 
Keeping 

Vocabulary 
Journals 

by Tulin Turnuk 

Workshop D 
Room: E1-306 

 
 

Rediscovering our 
WHY for teaching 

by Akif Çal 
 

Workshop E 
Room: E1-307 

 
 

Classroom 
Dynamics  

by Melis Akdoğan 
Gündoğdu 
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TIME  PROGRAM ACTIVITY 
 

12:10 GROUP PHOTO 
Venue: Boat Area 

12:30-13:40 LUNCH  
Hall: TBA 

13:40-14:00 CONCURRENT MINI PRESENTATIONS BY BİLGİ ELT STUDENTS 
 

STUDENT 
PRESENTATION A 
Room: E1-203 

Being Mindful of 
Mindfulness in TEFL 
 
by Barış Can  
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT 
PRESENTATION B 
Room: E1-204 

 
When will I ever use 
this in real life, teacher 
(hocam)? :  
Personalization through 
art and literature in ELT 
classroom 
 
by Burcu Cebeci  
 
 

STUDENT  
PRESENTATION C 
Room: E1-306 

 
Choose Your Own 
Adventure: Using 
‘Interactive Stories’ to 
Achieve Learner 
Engagement in the 
Language Classroom 
 
by Kasim Burak Çavuşoğlu  
 
 

STUDENT 
PRESENTATION D 
Room: E1-307 

 
Using History in ELT: A 
CLIL approach 
 
by Hale Överoğlu 
 
 

14:00-14:50 CONCURRENT DISCUSSION GROUPS / SIG MEETING 
 

Technology for TT SIG 
Room: E1-203 

 
 

SLTEP Projects SIG 
Room: E1-204 

 

TT Research SIG 
Room: E1-306 

 

Outreach SIG 
Room: E1-307 

 

14:50-15:30 BREAK 2 
(Santral Energy Museum Guided Tour for those who volunteer)  
 

 
 
 
15:30-16:30 

SHORT PLENARY SESSIONS (15 mins. each)  
E-301 
 
Reporting back on SIG discussions 
 
Plenary 4: Exploring Perceptions of Teaching Staff of Continuing Professional Development 
Events by Pembe Nurcan Garip 
 
Plenary 5: How to behave ourselves as ‘Professional Development People’ 
by Billur Ülkü and Belkis Kilinç 

16:30-17:15 CLOSING & SURPRISES 

Deniz Kurtoğlu Eken, SLTEP Program Director AAAAAAANNNDDD…  

 SLTEP ALUMNI DINNER Ferahfeza Restaurant 7 pm                    
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PLENARY ABSTRACTS 
 
Plenary 1: High Quality Learning by Sevgi Şiranlı 

What is high quality learning? Is it a relevant term depending on the priorities of an institution? Is it related to 

a school's mission and vision? Is it a reflection of a teacher's personal teaching philosophy? Is it closely related 

to the education policy in a country? Is it aligned with international standards? This short plenary will 

compare the statistical results of some educators' definition of high quality learning versus students' 

interpretation of it in a particular institution and comment on the results. 

Plenary 2: Narrative Inquiry: The Impacts of SLTEP on Language Teacher Identity Construction by Nazan Gelbal 

and Emrah Muyan 

 

Despite the vast research on better global practices in teaching English, little is known about the teachers’ 

perceptions of their own teacher identity. This study is a narrative inquiry about the impact of SLTEP on language 

teacher identity construction. We have collected narrative inquiries from 10 SLTEP participants. To reveal the 

influences of teacher training education on teacher’s identity, in-depth interviews have been used to collect data. 

To analyze the data, thematic analysis model of narrative inquiry has been used and the findings from the 

participants’ narratives have been interpreted regarding to related literature. An analysis of these inquiries 

shows that the participants teacher identity has developed through SLTEP. 

 

Plenary 3: Together We Stand Divided We Fall by Ebru Sınar Okutucu  and Gökçe Arslan 

Running a CPD unit in a state university has its merits and challenges, which might be very unpredictable and 

surprising for CPD units in private universities. In this presentation, we would like to share our own experiences 

in the first year of a PDU at a state university, highlighting these unpredictable areas and showing how being a 

member of SLTEP community helped us make the best use of the cooperation within units and embrace the 

challenges we have encountered. 

 
Plenary 4: Exploring Perceptions of Teaching Staff of Continuing Professional Development Events by Pembe 
Nurcan Garip 
 
This study presents the perceptions of teachers attending a series of CPD events at Eastern Mediterranean 
University. Of a potential 180 teachers, events were attended on average by 25 attendees. The qualitative post-
feedback questionnaire, based on the first-level of Guskey’s 5-level evaluation model of training programmes, 
was completed by 33 participants. The online survey consisted of 10 closed and open questions. Themes 
identified included expectations from the events, lessons learnt from attending events and the opportunities and 
challenges perceived. Findings from this summative evaluation may serve as a point for improving future 
participation in CPD events where turnout is low. 
 
 
Plenary 5: How to behave ourselves as ‘Professional Development People’ Billur Ülkü and Belkis Kilinç 
 
Whether we are teacher trainers, PD Unit members or facilitators, we sometimes face some challenges while 
working and communicating with our colleagues in and outside the PD context. Therefore, we felt the need to 
come up with some do’s and don’ts for us PD people that would make our lives easier. In our plenary session, we 
aim to raise self-awareness about how to present ourselves and express our ideas to avoid and solve conflicts 
and misunderstandings with our colleagues. We will approach this issue in a humorous manner based on our 
experiences both as instructors and PD people. 
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WORKSHOP ABSTRACTS 
 
 
Workshop A: Our Experience in Spain: Fun & Games with Young Learners: What’s Useful in the Classroom 

by Tuğçe Gürer, Ebru Ezberci 

In September 2016, we went to Rey Juan Carlos University in Madrid, Spain as part of the Erasmus Staff Mobility 
Programme. There we worked with 37 pre-service teachers and presented a workshop titled "Fun & Games with 
Young Learners: What’s Useful in the Classroom" aiming to enhance the teachers’ awareness of learning in a 
relaxing environment and its effects on productive learning. In our workshop, we will talk about our experience 
briefly and do some selected activities on fun and games with young learners. 
 
Workshop B: Good Intentions: Paving the Road to Hell? A different look at Six-Category Intervention 

Analysis by Didem Demirman, Esra Ordu, Reza Vahdani, Sinem Demircan 

The primary purpose of this workshop is to present Heron’s Six Category Intervention Analysis. The workshop 
further aims to focus on what might happen if the intervention turns into its degenerate or perverted forms; 
hence, the title of our presentation: the road to hell.  The moderators will first briefly present Heron’s Six-
Category Intervention Analysis, which consists of two major categories: Authoritative and facilitative. After that 
the participants will react to a microteaching by providing different types of feedback. The workshop will be 
rounded off by presenting how feedback could backfire and turn into its degenerate forms using the wrong 
terminology. 
 
Workshop C: The Effects of Keeping Vocabulary Journals by Tulin Turnuk 

Vocabulary learning is one of the most difficult components of foreign language education. Therefore, students 
are in need of some strategies to cope with it and keeping vocabulary journals is one of these particular 
strategies. The aim of this workshop is to share an experience of implementing vocabulary journals at the prep 
school of a private university in order to provide relevant information and insight for the teachers and 
administrators who aim to enhance vocabulary learning and plan to implement vocabulary journals. 
Workshop D: Rediscovering our WHY for teaching by Akif Çal 

There were over 267.000 students enrolled in a higher education institution in Turkey pursuing a degree in 
Education in 2016/2017 academic year. Out of this total, around 36.000 teachers with any subject 
specialization graduated last year and became certified teachers in Turkey. However, why is it that a fresh 
graduate from high school chooses a degree in education? What are their motivations in the beginning? What 
are some challenges they face during the course of their career? This session will specifically focus on early 
reasons English teacher candidates choose the profession and the challenges they may face in their career 
that may lead to burnout for English teachers. Issues raised in the session may provide useful insights to 
handle burnout for practicing teachers and teacher trainers. 
 
 
Workshop E: Classroom Dynamics by Melis Akdoğan Gündoğdu 

As classroom dynamics is an important part of effective classroom management, it needs exploring thoroughly. It 
is highly crucial to set up a positive classroom atmosphere from the beginning as in a ‘good’ group the classroom 
can turn out to be an inspiring environment; however, it may be difficult to sustain it for different reasons. In this 
session, the elements of making some people a “group” will be discussed and some classroom problems will be 
examined through some case studies. 
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STUDENT PRESENTATION ABSTRACTS 
 
Workshop A: Being Mindful of Mindfulness in TEFL by Barış Can  

Aside from various proposed cognitive benefits, the new trend of adopting mindfulness practices in 

educational contexts can be attributed to not only to its introduction to West in a more secular light, but also 

to the increased anxiety of students and the perceived success of the method in reducing stress. 

Undoubtedly, the teaching of foreign language can be regarded by many learners as an anxiety-ridden 

activity, raising the question as to whether mindfulness may be instrumental in easing the process. While 

meditation is regarded to be a central element in mindfulness training, in this workshop I would like to briefly 

explore how the rationale of a few of the other underlying elements formulated by its (Western) proponents 

can be infused into the (re)structuring of language teaching activities.      

Workshop B: When will I ever use this in real life, teacher (hocam)? :  Personalization through art and 

literature in ELT classroom  by Burcu Cebeci  

How is it that some teachers happen to be so successful at establishing rapport and touching your heart, 

when some just make you feel unseen and puzzled, and question when you will ever use this information in 

real life? Well, it seems to be no coincidence. Scientific research shows us that the more the learners can 

relate to the topic on an emotional, intellectual and personal level, the more they will be engaged 

enthusiastically during the lesson. Furthermore, as it turns out, our brains need fun experiences in order to 

promote learning through increased levels of dopamine, endorphins and oxygen. Through personalization of 

the materials, tasks and activities, it is possible to operationalize long-term working memory putatively. 

Maybe it is time to wake up the student who deliberately sleeps at the back of your class and win his trust and 

heart forever! In this workshop, together we are going to practice how it can be possible to enhance language 

learning through arts and literature with the help of the experience I had at my internship last year.  

Workshop C: Choose Your Own Adventure: Using ‘Interactive Stories’ to Achieve Learner Engagement in the 

Language Classroom by Kasim Burak Çavuşoğlu  

Remember those books in the old days in which you, as the reader, would define the course of the story 

through the repeated process of picking one of the directional options provided and turning to the 

corresponding page? This workshop aims to introduce these ‘interactive stories’ as materials to be used for 

skills practice in language teaching. Throughout the workshop, the possible effects of using them on the 

motivation and learning of the students, based on the room that they may provide for the personalization of 

lesson content, will be explored through the demonstration of a possible way of integrating these materials 

into the language classroom. Several internet sources from which these stories can be obtained legally for 

free will also be shared along with a web-based tool that allows anyone to easily create their own interactive 

story. 

Workshop D: Using History in ELT: A CLIL approach by Hale Överoğlu 

According to my experiences as a language learner, the usage of history in language classes is found to be 
challenging by many students. Moreover, being a History/ELT double major student and knowing the way 
they enhance each other led me question this issue. In this workshop, I would like to show that combining a 
historical topic with a language focus in a CLIL history lesson could help language teachers to keep their 
students motivated through meaningful activities. 
 

 


