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I never had the honor of meeting Professor Tosun Terzioğlu, but the passion he had for 

education comes through very clearly in the excerpts from his book. The one that spoke to me 

the most was Extract A, in particular the following sentence: “But what is much more important 

is to learn the essence and core of what something is and for the person to actually build upon it 

by adding some things from themselves rather than learning about all the knowledge”. 

 

I myself have a passion for education, having worked in the field for all of my professional life. I 

have spent most of my life teaching, conducting research, or doing administrative work in 

education. Of these, teaching is without a doubt my favorite activity. It is not just that I enjoy 

being in the classroom and working directly with students, it is also that I never get tired of 

trying to understand how teaching/learning works. I love finding new ways to connect with 

students, and to have them connect to the material they are learning. And the longer I teach, 

the more my attention is brought to how students shape their own education. 

 

Even though my focus on the role of the student in education has been sharpened in the last 

few years, my curiosity about this matter goes back to my own experience as a student. From 

primary school all the way to college and beyond, I attended mostly traditional institutions. 

They were all excellent institutions, but with a focus on theoretical and “top-down” approaches 

to teaching. Even though I was a good student, it was not until I was given the opportunity to 

participate in hands-on modes of learning that my passion for education was ignited. This 

happened when I was already in college and I had the chance to participate in a research project 

and to intern at an NGO. I cannot stress enough how transformative it was to finally have access 

to experiential modes of learning. Even though they were mostly occurring outside the 

classroom, these learning experiences gave meaning to the formal education I had been 

receiving. It was through that process that I became an avid lifetime learner, and I have since 

strived to provide my students with that opportunity inside the classroom. 



 

Even before I started teaching EFL, I had always loved teaching student-centered classes in small 

settings and with hands-on activities that allow students to relate the material to their own 

knowledge and experience of the world. I believe learning is very much a relational activity – 

there has to be a relationship between the knowledge students bring to the classroom and the 

knowledge teachers bring to the classroom. In other words, an exchange whereby all involved 

build upon knowledge by “adding some things from themselves.” 

 

Once I started teaching EFL and learning more about the field, I believe my classes have become 

even more participative. I have added to my repertoire of teaching/learning activities and 

techniques, which has allowed me to get students more fully involved in their learning process. 

The more I master the “technical” aspects of teaching, the more comfortable I am in 

incorporating those into my classes, and the more my attention and energy can go to 

understanding my students’ motivation and facilitating their connection to the material. 

 

By taking on different professional challenges, I have kept my own motivation high. As an 

example, I have taught EFL to low-income first-generation college goers with very limited 

exposure to academic and critical thinking skills. They were overwhelmed and demotivated, in 

great part because they could not relate to what they were learning, so I decided to design a 

project-based program to help them connect to their learning experience. Over the course of a 

semester, we identified important issues in their hometowns and worked on presentations to 

convince an organization to donate funds to those issues. In order to prepare for their 

presentations, we worked on pertinent language, presentation skills, and so on. Whenever 

possible, we worked with authentic materials, for example newspaper articles about their 

hometown or region. By adding something from themselves, my students were able to connect 

to the knowledge they needed. 

 

In closing, if I had the opportunity to ask Professor Tosun Terzioğlu a question, I would ask him 

about how to bridge the gap between our understanding of the world and our students’ as we 

grow farther apart in age. In other words, how can we keep inviting and welcoming their 

experience of the world into the classroom? 


